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Clerk’s Office
Please Stop into the Clerk’s Office Next Week
and wish Sue Rupp a Happy Retirement!
Her last day is May 27th.
Although Sue was only with us for two short
years, she was a tremendous asset to the
Clerk’s Office. She quickly became part of
the Clerk family and will be greatly missed.
We wish you all the best in your retirement
Sue!

Community Development
Code Enforcement
Code Enforcement Participates in Breakout
Session of the 2022 Small Town and Rural
Development Conference
The Code Enforcement Department had the
opportunity to participate in a breakout session of
the 2022 Small Town and Rural Development
Conference held May 16th thru May 18th. Sue
Coggin, Code Enforcement Coordinator for the
City of Bay City and Payton Heins, Center for
Community Progress, presented a session titled “Local Tools and Strategies to Improve Housing
Conditions and Create Healthier Communities”.
COVID-19 amplified the importance of safe and healthy housing in our communities: The quality of
housing impacts, the stability of neighborhoods and the immediate and long-term health outcomes of
residents. This session focused on how local code enforcement and supportive resources like
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intentional owner outreach and home repair funding can go hand-in-hand to achieve higher code
compliance, safer living conditions for occupants, and a stronger local housing market. Participants
learned about national best practices and heard from one community, Bay City, on our experience
deploying these practices to fit its local needs.

Electric Department
When a regular day of classwork turned into a real-life
test, Bay City Electric Light and Power Apprentice
Lineman Mike MacDougall certainly earned a passing
grade. “You have to be your brother’s keeper”.
Last Tuesday MacDougall was in the second day of his
fourth-year training at the Wolverine Power
Cooperative Training Center in northern Michigan.
This is where the Joint Michigan Apprentice Program
(JMAP) hosts coursework for apprentice lineman from
across the state. MacDougall and 20 other
apprentices were inside learning from a JMAP
instructor. “I heard a clunk. I turned around and
Brent was on the ground”. Brent Somerlott is an apprentice lineman with the Coldwater Board of Public
Utilities. Somerlott remembers everything up to the ‘clunk’. “I got really tired, and I was yawning, and
suddenly felt dizzy. Then I checked my smartwatch to see what rhythm my heart was in. Basically, the
last thing I saw was the time was 1:49. And then things went dark”, he said.
MacDougall, who in April underwent annual CPR training at Bay City Light & Power, didn’t hesitate. “I
remember somebody called 911 and I went to get the AED”. Thankfully, the training center is equipped
with an automated external defibrillator (AED) and MacDougall knew exactly where it was in the
hallway. “Adam from Wolverine was already on the floor. I went around the other side. We got his
shirt up and put the AED pads on him”, MacDougall recounted. “It said, ‘shock advised’ so we backed up
and it shocked him, then we started CPR”. MacDougall performed CPR, just like he was trained, until
Somerlott regained consciousness. “And I woke up and it seemed like one second at best, just like going
under anesthesia. I never heard a thing, and even when I could see, I couldn't really hear yet. But there
was Mike MacDougall, standing over top of me”, Somerlott shared. A few minutes later, the ambulance
arrived. “I looked at my watch when they got there, it was 2:02”, Somerlott shared. From start to finish,
it was 13 minutes.
MacDougall will likely never forget seeing Somerlott come back around. “It was intense, but it worked
out”, he said. “Very rewarding”. MacDougall, who is very humble about his actions, said he relied on his
training at BCELP as well as some previous work in the medical field. “We've been through multiple CPR
trainings. We learned you have to be quick and efficient. You have to keep your cool”. Somerlott also
has a medical background. “I worked in EMS before I moved into the Electric Department, I worked in
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the Fire Department. “And, you know, I've had to do the same thing, and never once did I think, in the
near future, that it would be me down there laying on the ground”, he said. Somerlott is 34 years old.
Somerlott adds he wasn’t surprised to see MacDougall’s actions during one of the scariest moments of
his life. “Mike’s always the first one to get up and ask the instructor a question, and make sure all the
procedures are done. He doesn’t lose track of things that are important”, Somerlott explained. “He’s on
top of everything”. Somerlott has since learned from the medical staff who treated him that the
immediate intervention by MacDougall and the others there that day, truly saved his life. “All the
medical staff, they said it never works out this way”, he said. “They said it would have been sudden
death”.
Somerlott is grateful, and as you might imagine, so are his wife and two boys. After a couple days
Somerlott was able to return to class and one of the instructors made up for lost time over the
weekend, allowing him to catch up with the others. Together, MacDougall, Somerlott and the other
apprentice linemen will graduate from this level of coursework at the end of the week. “I’m glad he’s
here,” MacDougall said. “This graduation will be extra meaningful”.

State Street Academy Invites BCELP & DPW to Touch-A-Truck Event
This week we had the chance to meet with some of our youngest community members. We appreciate
State Street Academy inviting us to the Touch-A-Truck event held this past Monday. We were able to
show-off specialty equipment from Bay City Electric Light & Power and the Department of Public Works.
The kids loved blowing the air horns on the BCELP vehicles and enjoyed sitting in the bucket of the
loader. We got the chance to see around 250 smiling faces!
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Public Safety
On May 16th, the Bay City Department of Public Safety attended a Law Enforcement Memorial Service
hosted by the Fraternal Order of Police, Lodge 103. This ceremony was to pay tribute to those Law
Enforcement Officers that have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. The event was held in
front of the Law Enforcement Center. Speakers included Detective Ben Meyer, Public Safety Director
Michael Cecchini, and 18th Circuit Court Judge Harry Gill.
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Touch-A-Truck Event
On May 16th, members of the Bay City Department of Public Safety participated in the Touch-A-Truck
event at the State Street Academy for its headstart and preschool students. The focus of the event is for
the children to be able to see, explore, and touch the vehicles up close as well as to meet and speak with
the people who drive the vehicles.
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Public Works
Across the country this week communities
paused to say ‘thank you’ to Public Works
team members as part of National Public
Works Week. Here at home, we celebrated
with an Employee Appreciation Luncheon
put together by DPW Director Bob Dion and
DPW Division Managers. The lunch is a
small way to show how much their hard
work and dedication is appreciated!
Each day these men and women make sure essential services are provided seamlessly. Their jobs can
mean working in subzero temperatures, intense heat, snowstorms and more. DPW is made up of
around 55 employees who work in Parks, Sanitation, Engineering Services, Water Distribution &
Metering, Fleet, Streets and Bridges.
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Sanitation Division
Last week two of our Sanitation team members had the chance to hang out with racoons and become
Earth Nerds! Parks and Environmental Affairs Manager Tim Botzau and Sanitation Supervisor James
Blake attended the Michigan Recycling Coalition conference in Lansing.
Not only is the MRC conference an opportunity to network with people from other like-minded
communities, but it also provided a chance to meet with industry leaders, manufacturers, and vendors.
Botzau and Blake also toured recycling-related facilities. Of course, they made time to take a few fun
photos. We are grateful to the Recycling Racoons for helping spread the word about the importance of
recycling in our community!
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Tim Botzau serves on the MRC Board of Directors and helped plan the conference.

Wastewater Treatment Plant

•

For the month of April, the Wastewater Treatment Plant received
321 million gallons of sewage, disposing of 213 tons of solids,
while delivering 294 million gallons of clean water to the Saginaw
River. We received 4.04 inches of rain for the month.
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•
•
•
•

Completed Carbon Bed sampling. All 20 Carbon units were non-detect PCBs.
Working on IDEP sampling finally collected 3 samples as the River Level has dropped below our
storm outfalls.
Sampled Retention Treatment Basin #3 on April 27th, for PFOS at the inlet point for the flushing
pumps in the Saginaw River, awaiting results.
The discharge pipe for the Ionia Street Lift Station has been lined. Used our Vactor Trucks to
keep the pump station operational while the liner was installed.

Sewer Maintenance
Flush Crews:
Our crews cleaned sanitary and combined sewers in Sections 9 & 11, 87 sections of sewer total. This
comes out to approximately five miles of sewer system. Crews also flushed a mile of storm sewer in
different areas. The team worked the last two Saturdays in April cleaning catch basins in Uptown,
Downtown, and the Midland Street Business District. In total, 69 basins cleaned and leads flushed
before the start of “Feet on the Street”. Along with this work flush crews cleaned all the catch basins at
the Plant, helped clean retention basin 3, and worked at the Ionia lift station, while our contractor lined
the discharge sewer.
Camera Tech:
Operated #225 for the month. Checked lead locations for S. Wenona and Ionia Street before the
installation of the liner. Looked for discrepancies in the sections listed and the actual sewer system.
Checked sewer complaints regarding backups and sinkholes with the IBAK camera system. With the
ground thawing, we are still getting pothole/sinkholes forming. Crews are spending a lot of time
checking the sewer system for damage. Completed a handful of tap locates for homes and businesses.
We continue to make updates to the G.I.S. maps when needed.
Day Time Trouble/MISS DIG:
Our average locate request was 25 per day. This number is the highest in recent memory. Consumers
Energy and C.I.P. projects are the main reason for the huge increase. We responded to nine basement
backup complaints during working hours. We received six basement backups after hours this month.
Only two of these basement backup complaints ended up being a problem with the City Sewer System.
We had a total of 13 non sewer backup complaints in April. These were plugged catch basins,
sinkhole/cave-ins, casting and odor complaints.
Construction Crew:
The construction crew installed four new catch basins. They repaired three catch basins leads, four
confined space entries, two repairing manhole tracks, and two others removing debris from blocking
flow lines, five pipeline repairs on storm & sewer mains. We repaired one 4” watermain at the
Wastewater Treatment Plant due to T- bolts rotting away from MJ fitting.

